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Urban CemeteryImage: Left: Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, PA, Gody’s Lady Book, 1853
Right: Laurel Hill Cemetery with City Behind, 2011



Urban CemeteryImage: Left: Holy Rood Cemetery, Washington, DC, 1861
Right: Holy Rood Cemetery, 2011



Urban CemeteryImage: Left: Mt. Moriah Cemetery, Philadelphia PA, 2009
Center: Holy Rood Cemetery, March 2011
Hillendahl Graveyard, Houston TX, 2008



Project Goals

Designed to reanimate an urban cemetery corrupted by years of neglect, the Waters at Holy Rood
represent a re-conception of both the urban cemetery form as well as the American ideology of life 
and death.

To achieve these goals, four guiding principles were established as metrics against which future 
decisions were challenged and tested throughout the design process.

1. Enhancing Memory: the designed space should honor the inherent 
memory of the site while enhancing the urban character 
and future viability of Holy Rood cemetery.

2. Procession: The process of bathing holds spiritual meaning in many 
cultures.  By tying the bathing process to a process of 
discovering the site, the architecture at Holy Rood can 
reflect the nature of the actions housed within.

3. Water: Water has many metaphorical connections with death and 
as such is the perfect medium through which to explore 
the interaction between the living and the space of the 
dead.

4.Renewal: This project seeks to employ both metaphorical and 
physical means of renewing the site and those who 
visit.



Enhancing MemoryImage: Holy Rood Cemetery, March 2011



Enhancing MemoryImage: Holy Rood Cemetery, November 2011



Existing CirculationImage: Existing Circulation on Site Diagram.



Proposed CirculationImage: Proposed Circulation on Site Diagram.



Procession:
Proposed Access Points to Site

Image: Proposed Circulation on Site with Hotspots Diagram.



Procession:
Proposed Spaces

Image: Proposed Spaces Diagram with Green Space.



DesignImage: Site Map



Procession:
35th and Wisconsin Ave.

Image: Top Right: 35th St. and Wisconsin Ave.
Lower Right: Rendering of the Proposed Entrance at 35th St. and Wisconsin Ave.



Procession:
Southern Path Stones

Image: Top Right: Southern Path Existing
Lower Right: Rendering of the Proposed ‘Dolmen’ along the Southern Path



Procession:
Southwestern Edge 

Image: Top Right: Southwestern Part of Site Existing
Lower Right: Rendering of the Proposed clearing at Southwestern Part of Site



Procession:
Old Ground Memorial

Image: Top Right: Old Ground Site Existing
Lower Right: Rendering of the Proposed Memorial at the Old Ground Site



Procession:
Water recycling Greenhouse

Image: Top Right: North Edge of Site Existing
Lower Right: Rendering of the Proposed Water treatment Greenhouse



Procession:
Northeastern Gateway

Image: Top Right: Northeastern Part of site, cemetery entrance
Lower Right: Rendering of the Proposed Northeastern Entrance to Path



DesignImage: Site Map



DesignImage: Floor Plans
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Design: Bath BuildingImage: Cross Sections



Design: MaterialsImage: Materials Palette.

Granite Masonry

Ash Wood

Glass



Design: Bath Building EntranceImage: Entrance Hall



Design: Bath Building HallImage: Changing Room Hallway



Design: Bath Building Lap PoolImage: Lap Pool



Renewal: WaterImage: Natural Pool Water Recycling Diagrams
Left: Greenhouse as Treatment Area
Right: Natural Pool Treatment on site



Renewal: WaterImages: Natural Indoor Swimming Pool, Clear Water Revival, UK, 2011
Left: Natural pool with planting bed
Right: Anaerobic bioreactors



RenewalImage: Main Pool Perspective


